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services contracts in late 2014, each three to

B Customers include Oryx, Qatar Shell and Qatar Chemical Company

B First use of Air TreQ Blinder mobile air delivery unit at Shell’s Pearl GTL

B Works closely with Abu Dhabi’s Al Hosn Gas to develop new products
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In late 2014, Calgary-based United Safety
secured six long-term contracts for safety
services work in Qatar. They include three
five-year contracts with Oryx, a joint venture
of state-owned Qatar Petroleum and South
African chemicals company Sasol, Qatar Shell
and Qatar Chemical Company. The contracts
involve annual shutdown and turnaround
services, as well as some full-time services.
United Safety’s industrial services division
performed the first round of shutdowns and
turnarounds during the first quarter of 2015.
The company is preparing for the next set,
scheduled for the first quarter of 2016.

NEW TOOLS: The work saw United Safety
use for the first time its Air TreQ Blinder
equipment during the shutdown and turn-
around at Shell's Pearl GTL plant in Ras
Laffan Industrial City. The four-wheeled cart
can supply 10 work hours of breathing air
tor personnel working around noxious gases,
as well as pneumatic power for air tools.

The small, mobile unit includes a platform
for transporting gear. By replacing previous
air delivery systems that had to be moved
around using a forklift, it cuts down on the
overall time required to execute a job.

The three Air TreQ Blinder units used at
Pear] GTL were then moved to the UAE for
use by Al Hosn Gas, a subsidiary of Abu
Dhabi Gas Development Company. While

the Air TreQ) Blinder was used to optimise
work in constricted areas, a new high-pressure
air system (HPAS) was used at Pearl GTL to
deliver breathing air to workers across the
general workspace. The HPAS stores com-
pressed air in a fixed central unit, which is
then distributed to multiple workers through
tlexible, high-pressure air lines.

Like the Air TreQ Blinder, the HPAS
gives workers more manoeuvrability while
decreasing the safety risks associated with
transporting heavy air storage units around
a workplace. HPAS was also used during the
emergency shutdown at Oryx GTL.

TECH RUSH: In the safety services sector,
innovation is fast becoming a way for com-
panies to stand out. Technological develop-
ments such as electronic access and monitoring
are reducing the number of personnel needed
to work in hazardous zones. This lowers the
risk of accidents, but also the operational
cost, which has become paramount across
the oil and gas industry as companies look to
streamline in reaction to depressed oil prices.

“The safety sector is entering an exciting
time where those that invest in innovation
and technology will lead and revolutionise
our sector to becoming an efficiency driver
rather than simply a protective barrier as it
is seen today,” Mike Gilbert, Middle East
vice-president of United Safety, told TOGY. m
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